Dedicated to preserving my wisdom for the ages 





REETINGS ONCE AGAIN, fellow analysts, and welcome to the tenth issue of The Limbaugh Letter, my stellar journal of 
opinion. If you are among the tens of thousands just receiving your inaugural edition, allow me to save you a phone 
call. Yes! You can order back issues (see page 7 for the address), But hurry — we get so many such requests from 


new subscribers each month that supplies are dwindling. In this issue you will find two special inserts: “Great 
Moments from Dan's Bake Sale,” for your scrapbook; and the first official Pop Quiz from The Limbaugh Institute for Advanced 
Conservative Studies, to test your political acumen. From time to time I will be assigning these written reviews — as well as 
other course requirements — for your edification and instruction. My institute is a demanding one, with high academic stan- 
dards, Which leads me to this month's commentary, a subject this Administration would do well to heed. Thus, though I impart 
the following priceless message to every one of my readers, it is especially needed by liberals. Absorb it, learn it, love it, live it. 


THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 








Y FRIENDS, | HAVE BEEN RIGHT ABOUT SO MANY THINGS... 

but never have I been more right than in my predictions 
about this bunch in Washington. Suddenly, pundits and media 
gurus are whispering about Bill Clinton's “credibility problem,” 
and wondering if “questions of character” are hampering his 
ability to govern. 

Where have you heard that before? Throughout the entire 
Presidential campaign, I hammered away, proclaiming over 
and over the central and essential importance of character. 

It was the paramount issue of the race, as far as I was con- 
cemed. Which is why you, my audience, are not surprised 

by what insiders are now calling “the self-inflicted wounds” 
of Bill Clinton's White House. 

A quick rundown of highlights: Haitian refugees (“Never 
mind”). Chelsea's private school. Gays in the military. Zoé 


Baird. Kimba Wood. Middle-class tax hike (“I couldn't help it”). 


Waco (“It wasn’t my fault”). The defeated “stimulus” package. 
A steady stream of taxing trial balloons: VAT tax, gas tax, 


hospital tax, energy tax. Hillary's secret task force on health 
care. Bosnia (“The problem from hell"). Travelgate (“It wasn't 
my fault”). Hair Force One. Lani Guinier (“I had no idea what 
she believed”), And so on, and so on. It’s enough to make 
you year for the days of Jimmy Carter's killer rabbit. 

Still, as the political gaffes pile up and the rank ineptitude 
reveals itself, explanations in official Washington abound. And 
most of them are inaccurate. 


N ©, MY FRIENDS. The White House mess is not a commu- 
nication problem. It is not merely lack of experience. 
It is not the result of making necessary but politically unpleas- 
ant decisions. It is not because the nation lacks the courage 
to change. 

What we are seeing, my friends, is liberalism. 

In early June, The New York Times reported that 49 percent 
of Americans surveyed considered President Clinton a liberal, 
up from 38 percent in September. And as more people correctly 
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Folks, I was glad for 
a chance to talk to 
Rep Jobn Kasich 
from Obio, the 
member of the 
House Budget 
Committee 


John 
who called the K a S i C h 


on an alternative budget plan. He is a forceful, 
innovative guy, and I wanted to give this audi- 
ence a chance to get a closer look at him... as some- 
one worth watching in the Republican Party: 


Kastch: Rush, 1 was bom and raised the 
son of a mailman in McKees Rocks, PA and 
now I’ve found out you were a Pittsburgh 
deejay. What were you on? 
Rush: KQV. 
Kasich: I'll be a son of a gun! And I'm 
a little different Republican, you see. 
Because in McKees Rocks, they shoot 
Republicans. 


Rush: | know. It’s the epitome of a 
steelworker town. 


Kasich: They believe the Republicans are for 
the rich, and the Democrats are for the work- 
ing man, But 
frankly, if the 
Democratic Party 
were the Demo- 
crats we knew 
years ago, it wouldn't be 
half so bad. My dad was a 
Democrat, and he was for a 
strong defense and for bal- 
ancing budgets. He was tremendously different 
than the hard left kind of people you see today * 
in Democrat politics 





Rush; A number of Democrats are being 
driven out of the Party for that very reason 


Kasich: I tell Democrats: “The government 
programs aren't fixing the problem. If you had 
a result, God bless you. But you don't.” Still, let 
me tell you where some Republicans fall down. They 
are against tax increases, but don’t want to cut anything. 


Rush: Of course not. They're as much politicians as 
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Rush: When we look around the world, we find 
that any time a nation has tried to cause 
prosperity by raising taxes, it has failed 
PTR SNA SLO LCoS 
band think it’s going to work this time? 
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Kasich: I want to tell you some 
good things that have happened. 
When we went through 
Reconciliation — 


Rush: — John, why don't you give 

a brief overview of that process, 

because I don't think people under- 

stand what Reconciliation is. They 

don't realize, for example, that this 
is just the first of four votes on this budget 


Kasich: Okay. First you get the full budget 


Rush: The blueprint... which we got in March or April, when 
everybody said, “Oh, wow! This is the soonest any President has 
ever had this, ever.” 

Kasich: Right. Some people say that the blueprint doesn’t mean 
anything. But it locks you in. It dictates how much spending in 
certain areas you have, and how much taxes you have. Reconci- 
liation involves the taxing and entitlement side of the budget What 
we just went through was to “reconcile” the budget to the taxes 
and the entitlement side of the government. Now the rest of the 
budget gets spent out in thirteen appropriation bills over the rest 
of the year in the categories established by the budget document. 


The first ume around, when I and my colleagues on the Committee 
put this budget document together called “Cutting Spending First,” 

there was an uproar within my own Party about the idea of having 
a specific alternative to Clinton 


Rush: Let me frame again what the 
two competing theories were. One 
theory was, “Hey, just let this guy 
have what he wants. We can't stop it 
anyway — we don't have the num- 
bers — and then we'll be around to 
pick up the pieces, because it isn't 
going to work. Besides, we don't 
want to do anything that will allow 
him to blame us when it doesn’t 
work.” But the second theory is, “No; President Clinton said, ‘Give 
us specifics,’ and there is a better plan, and we owe it to the 
American people to do what's right” You opted for the latter. 







Kasich: Yes. I was disillusioned when a lot of people in my own 
Party said, Let's just let him hang himself; let's not put anything 
down that has our fingerprints. I was shocked that’s what people 
in our Party were saying. 


Rush: Why? 


Kasich: Because what do you go to Congress for? You go there to 
make decisions. You don't go there to play some political game 
and hide in the weeds. If you want cover, go take up something in 
natural resources and hide in the weeds. To me, you have got to 
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be for something in politics 

Rush: Is this why you've warmed to Perot, because you were 
received rather coolly by your own Party? 

Kasich: No. Rush, this is a crusade, in a manner of speaking | 
thought the fight was against Clinton originally, but then I saw it as 
a fight for the heart and soul of my Party. For four years we 
refused to lay our cards on the table — and I think it cost us the 
election But I never thought I'd have to fight my own Party to put 
this program out there. And the program I put forward never cut 
anything, In almost all cases, it just reduced the increases. 





Rush: Why were members of your own Party so opposed? 


Kasich: They knew that when they got home, the media would 
start the accusations: “You're for cutting education. You're for cut- 
ting aid to prisons.” They wondered, “Why do we need to put our 
program down? Let's just attack the President's” But I felt we were 
very vulnerable on that, I don’t think you can beat somebody with 
nobody. So we went forward. And fortunately, the vast majority of 
my party embraced it 


In the process of Reconciliation, we drafted an alternative to 
Clinton's tax and entitlement cuts. We took all the taxes out and 
imposed entitlement savings and we made other cuts in the bud- 
get. In a big meeting of the Republican whip organization, the 
people who count the votes in the Party, we had a debate. Should 
Kasich lay his altemative down on the table again? Or should we 
just oppose Clinton? 





Rush: Excuse me, but this seems to be a no-brainer. You can't just 
be an obstructionist You have to have an alternative 


Kasich: Well unlike the first time — when most were opposed to 
me doing something — this ume 75 percent said, “We have got to 
lay our program on the table.” There has been a sea change 


Rush: What caused it? 


Kasich: I think it was the success 
when we laid out the package the first 
time around. One freshman member 
said, “John, in my town hall meeting I 
said I was for cutting spending first, the Kasich 
budget, and I got a standing ovation.” At the 
request of Congressman Jack Quinn and 
Congressman Bill Paxon I went to Buffalo to present “Cutting 
Spending First.” Paxon told me we blew ‘em away. We are getting 
positive results from saying, “This is what I'm for.” 






Wake up.” 


Rush: Did the Senate filibuster help in that regard? When those 
guys went home, nobody was mad at them for holding the plan 
up. Did that give you some confidence, too? 


Kasich: Well, I like to think that the good work we did in the 
House of Representatives first, taking Clinton on square, embold- 
ened the Senate to do what they did. 


Rush: You're right about that, actually. Now where is it going to 
end up? You've got the plan now, and ostensibly Clinton will drop 
the BTU tax, remove tax retroactivity. 


Kasich: First of all, this package will hurt the economy. But 
we've knocked the train off the tracks as a result of our fight in 
the House, where they only passed it by three votes. We slowed 
the thing down. The issue is, How many more cuts will they put 
in place of the taxes? 


Are they going to put enough in place to satisfy me? Of course not. 
Are they going to do enough to not hurt the economy? Of course 
not. This package is lousy. It was lousy from the day it started and 
it’s going to be lousy when they're finished with it 


Rush: Let me ask you about that. When we look around the 


Kasich: | say to my Democrat friends: “Folks, 
you're not getting the results out 
government. It simply isn’t working. 


world, we find that no nation has ever caused 
prosperity by raising taxes. How can Bill Clinton 
and his band think it's going to work this time? 
You're battling these people. You've got to 
understand their motivations. What are they 
trying to do? 


Kasich: They just don't get it, They are not 

able. This is what I say to my Democrat 

friends: “Folks, you're not getting the 

results out of government It simply isn't 

working. Wake up.” Part of the problem is that 
many of their core constituencies are connected to 
big government. They're going to have to stare some 
of their constituencies in the eye and say, “Folks, it 
just doesn't work anymore, We've got to change.” 


Rush: Wait a minute. You've just described Bill 
Clinton during the campaign. 


Kasich: Yeah, well, that’s nght. Clinton dur- 
ing the campaign and Clinton as President 
are two different people. I mean, it is truly 
schizophrenic. 


Rush: He's done the exact opposite of 

what he campaigned to do. And as he 

has paid homage and allegiance to the 

leftist special interest groups, he has 

been dying big-time Here is a man. 

who had to convince people he was 

becoming conservative in order to get elect- 
ed, and now has to again appear to be moving to 
the center to try to get his popularity back up 
What does that tell you about the people of the 
country, and what they want economically? 


Kasich: | think the 
Democrats are in a 
very big fix. Their Party 
as it is presently struc- 
tured is incapable of 
moving to the right 
And Clinton has got to 
form a coalition with moderate, conservative 
Democrats and Republicans. He's got to be willing to 
abandon the left. But the left is the only group 

that’s been a hundred percent in support of him. 


f 








Rush: He talks this move to the center... 


Kasich: Talking and delivering are two 
different deals 


Rush: Right, because look at what happens. 

We just had the largest tax increase in American 

history cheered on the floor of the House of Represent- 
atives, You have to look at what these people do. He says 
one thing, does another. So how can you gauge what he’s 
going to do? 


Kasich: I don't think you can. That's his fundamental problem, 
He's got to decide. If he’s going to be the Democrat who repre- 
sents change, he'll have to make the left angry. So far he has taken 
this approach against the wrong people. When the American peo- 
ple said, “No taxes,” he's said, “Well, I'm going to have courage, 
and I'm going to raise your taxes.” That's not the group he needs 
to take the heat against. He needs to take the heat against the big 
spenders in his own Party. He needs to tell them, “If you're not 
willing to work with me to fix government, I'm going to work with 
the Republicans.” If he did that, Rush, he'd be tough to beat. 





Rush: But Congressman, even if his negatives remain as high 
as they are — and this is a frightening thought — look at the 
Republican Party in 1996, There’s no one central figure around 
whom people can mobilize, there’s not one set of principles or 
ideas that the party stands for. When's that going to happen? 


Kasich: I think we've started it 


Rush: Who's leading it? 

Kasich: | think there are a handful of us revolutionaries 
Rush: Do you want to be President or Vice President? 
Kasich: Hell, no, Get out of here, Rush! 


Rush: | don’t think that it's a crime to have aspirations, whatever 
they are. You've been praised to the hilt by Perot, and he's got 
enough people to cause a swing vote in any election he wants 


Kasich: I've been praised by Limbaugh, and that’s a bigger vote 
Hey, Rush, all I want is do a good job on this Budget Committee 
No, it's not a crime to have aspirations. And there ts a possibility 
that I may run for the United States Senate. 


But my aspiration right now is to get out, sell the message. It's a 
message I've been delivering for ten years! It’s nothing more than 
the Reagan message. “Just get the government — it’s big, ugly ten- 
tacles, the bureaucrats, the taxes — \ust get them out of my life!” 
Rush: You've just touched on the higgest block in the way of 
Republican unity: coming to grips with the'80s| Too many 
Republicans want to believe that the 
80s were unfair to the poor, unfairly 0 
beneficial to the rich, and that we can't a 
go back. In fact, my theory is that the 
80s are so worrisome to politicians 
because they worked. 

Kasich: Rush, my biggest hero is 
Ronald Reagan. He was an absolute 
genius, and he provided incentives for 
people. He hit on something that has 
been just about forgotten, and that is 
turning government back to the states. 
Now in our “Cutting Spending First” 
budget we block-grant federal nutrition 
programs back to the states. We 
increase the amount of money that can go to hungry people, and 
we save $8 billion. You don’t want to let these bureaucrats touch 
the money — you start with $20 and by the time they get done 
handling it, you only get a buck coming back from Washington. 


Rush: How do you educate people on this? 


Kasich: That's why I like Perot. I've had the good fortune to get to 
know this guy. Now you say it's okay to have ambition. Does he 
have ambition? Maybe he does. I don't know what he's going to do 
in the future, but right now I think he's trying to educate people 
about what the heck is going on. 





Rush: He is opposed to narra. Where do you come down on that? 


Kasich: I don’t agree with him on narra, and I've talked to him 
about it. 


Rush: So you say he's educating the people, but here he’s doing it 
in a way that you disagree with 

Kasich: There's no politician I've ever agreed with a hundred 
percent. I thought Reagan himself was wrong on trade, because I 
think the protectionist position is wrong, But I think that the “do 
anything you want to me and I'll beat you anyway,” open-trade 
policy, is silly too, 


Rush: Have you compared your budget plan with the plan 





Perot ran on? 


Kasich: Yeah, I’ve talked about that. Look, Perot’s plan was draft- 
ed by John White, a former Carter guy. And Perot is making a tran- 
sition from a business culture to a political culture, as he learns 
more and more about Washington. I wouldn't hold Perot to a plan 
he put out a year ago. 


Rush: But he hasn't renounced it, Congressman. On “Meet the 
Press” Tim Russert said, “You've got more tax increases than the 
President's plan has.” Perot did not say, “I distance myself from 
those taxes, I no longer believe in them.” 


Kasich: I've spoken to him about this. He says we should cut 
spending first Look, I'm not endorsing. But I came to the conclu- 
sion he thinks you've got to cut spending first and not raise taxes. 


Rush: Do you think Perot has any aspirations for seeking office as 
a Republican in the pnmaries in '96? 


Kasich: Anything is possible with Perot. 1 don't know if it’s likely. 
Perot says he is interested in two things. One, a solid public debate 
between Democrats and Republicans. Second, educating people. I 
recently spent two hours with Perot voters in my district. These are 
Americans who are hungry to try to get involved and fix things. 


Rush: My problem with these people — and they're great people, 
they're the people who make the country work — is that they take 
Perot and turn him into whatever they want him to be. They invent 
things he's never said, and claim he says it, so they can believe it 


Kasich: Rush, these people are on 
8 fire. They are just frustrated with what 
~ ¥ they think is a system that isn’t 
= responding to them 


2 Rush: Compared to the Republican 
vote and the Democratic vote, they are 
73 small number. Why is everybody so 
& eager to get the last place vote? 
3 Kasich: I'm not eager to get the last 
place vote. Look, my philosophy is, if 
you stand for something you attract a 
heck of a lot of voters, You've got to 
stand for something in this business. 
That's why Clinton's doing so terribly. 
If you're going to be a Party that 
doesn't stand for anything, you can’t win. We were at a conference 
in Princeton and I was asked, “What do you think the Republican 
Party has to do?” And I said, “It all goes back to an old Rod 
Stewart song; ‘All You Need Is Passion.” Passion is what Hubert 
Humphrey had. It’s what Kennedy had. It’s what Reagan had. 
The country is dying for passion. And dying for leadership. 


Rush: And character. Now you talk about passion, and you are 
clearly an energetic, dynamic guy. Are you enthused about pros- 
pects for the future? Or are you, as some are, dismal about the 
potential for supply-side, Reaganomic-oriented theories to retum? 


Kasich: We're gaining on ’em. We're gaining on ’em in our own 
Party, and we're gaining on the Democrats, That's why when I’m 
on a freeway in Columbus, Ohio I see bumper stickers that say 
“Rush Is Right”; and why your show is being pumped into college 
restaurants — you're back to Reagan. You're standing for some- 
thing. You are crystal clear in what you say. And you do it with 
humor. You're really helping in this debate. 


Rush: That's key. You've got to go through life with good cheer 


Kasich is an interesting guy. 1 plan to check back with bim in a few weeks 
to see how bis opinion of Perot evolves All he needs to do is to keep listening 
to my show... and so do you all 
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Taxing Celebration 


I want to direct a question to those of you who voted for 

President Clinton. You, a parent who works 40 hours or more 

a week, wondering how you're going to afford to send your 

kids to college. You, the single mom who's scraping together 

the rent payment, budgeting carefully to keep your head above 

water. You, who need a new car, or even a new used car, but 

just can't afford it You, the small business owner working 

almost around the clock. You, the retiree who has voted the 

party line all your working life, who's worried about making 

| ends meet 

Remember again the reaction in the House of Representatives 

} when the Democrats you elected to Congress passed the biggest 
tax bill in American History... taxes you are going to have to 
pay. Remember the cheers, the shouts of joy, the celebration 

Here's the question. Are you as happy as they are? 
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Ma RUSH LIMBAUGH 
TEMPORARILY REPLACES 
THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM, 
ON THE CAPITOL DOME. 





Many people say I need to be balanced with equal time. Not so— ! AM... 


ual Time 





Up Against the Wall 


Pundits claimed that when President Clinton spoke at the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Memorial Day it was “an act of 
courage ” Bur let's look at the situation. He stood and read a 
prepared speech. He was surrounded by Secret Service personnel 
paid to protect him. He was in a beautifully serene setting in our 
nation’s capital. 

But several football fields back, kept away from the selected 
audience of supporters, were a group of veterans from a real 
war who had dodged bullets and mines, slogged through jungles, 
seen their buddies die... while Bill Clinton was in England leading 
antiwar protests. Now tell me again about courage. 


Now We're Safe 


General Dinkins is getting 
tough. He has banned ciga- 
rette ads from pay phone 
booths on city property. “I am 
committed to protecting our 
young people and all other 
city residents from the serious 
public-health implications of 
tobacco advertising,” said 
Dinkins. Oooob. Forget about 
crime, friends. Joe Camel 
won't bother us in New York 
City phone booths. 





Ahead of Their Time 


New York magazine has 
come up with the ultimate 
assault on “the last 12 years.” 
Michael Daly writes about riot- 
ing during the 1977 blackout: 
“In retrospect, the poor might 
simply have been a few years 
ahead of their time, They 
might have just been acting 
with the passions that would 
guide the coming decade of 
conspicuous consumption. 
Their 25-hour frenzy might 
only have been their own 
brief exercise of the principle 
that Greed is Good.” So, now 
you know. It was Reagan's 
fault. Reagan's influence was 
so eeevil it was retroactive 
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Wacko-Getti 


Folks, H.J. Heinz Co. of 
New York and Ontario has 
introduced a propaganda 
pasta... to further soften 
young skulls full of mush. 
The new food is designed 
“to raise E-awareness among 
children” with tidbits that 
look like endangered species 
and other environmental 
symbols. Called Enviro-Getti, 
the shapes include a bald 
eagle, a whale, a tree, a wave 
and the recycling symbol, 
What? No Flipper? Somebody 
needs to come up with maca- 
roni shaped like loggers, with 
tasty little pasta chain saws. 





It’s the Generosity, 
Stupid 

According the The Wall 
Street Journal, Americans 
donated $124 billion to charity 
in 1992, the last year in “the 
12 Years of Greed.” The 
Journal reported that this is 
easily the most ever and a 
greater share of Americans’ 
income than in any year since 
1963. Nearly $102 billion came 
directly from individuals. Let's 
see how this compares to giv- 
ing in the Decade of Deceit. 








Gone to Pot 


Folks, you gotta love it 








A recent gathering of 3500 
long-haired, maggot-infested, 
dope-smoking FM-types 
became unruly when their 
festival to celebrate manjuana 
was rained out. Hundreds of 
cars became stuck in the mud 
trying to get to Weedstock '93 
in Madison, Wis., and accord- 
ing to a report in the New 
York Daily Neus, fistfights 








broke out “among the tie-dyed 





types as bummed-tokers took 
pokes at one another.” Police 
gave citations to more than 
160 people for vanous crimes, S 
including drug use Just com- 
pare that to what happened 
in Fort Collins, Colorado — 
with more than ten umes the 
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Reading the Rings 


Trees are beautiful things... one of nature's best-looking crops, 
And they give us magnificent products — baseball bats, pianos, 
fine furniture and virgin paper. But best of all, trees give us infor- 
mation. Information that proves me right about global warming. 

Researchers have published the results of a study of ancient 
South American trees. The rings of those ancient trees revealed 
that the climate near the South American coast has warmed and 
cooled many times over thousands of years But, my friends, there 
is no evidence that there has been any increase in temperatures 
in the industrial age. No evidence of global warming. 

What have I told you all along? You, driving in your car, using 
your air conditioner, spraying your hair, enjoying the American 
way of life, cannot and will not destroy the earth. You do not have 
that power. Nature is far more resilient, far more resourceful than 
that — despite the hysterical, misguided claim by Vice President 
Algore that the car is the most lethal threat to the earth. 


Victim Studies 


According to the Amencan Association of University Women, 
American schools have become hotbeds of sexual harassment. It's 
an “epidemic,” they claim. Their report, called “Hostile Hallways,” 
the results of a survey of 8th to 11th graders, was trumpeted in 
every major media news outlet. Guess what the survey found — 
85 percent of girls and 76 percent of boys say they've been 
“harassed.” And how does the American Association of University 
Women define harassment? 76 percent of girls and 56 percent of 
boys say they've been “the object of sexual comments, jokes or 
looks.” 54 percent of girls and 42 percent of boys claim they've 
been “touched, grabbed or pinched.” 57 percent of girls and 36 
percent of boys say they've been “intentionally brushed up 
against in a sexual way.” Folks, we are 
talking about adolescents! More and 
more, as I told you would happen, 
normal human behavior is being 
called sexual harassment. Besides, 
whatever happened to the 
philosophy, “They're 
going to do it 
anyway, SO 
let’s give them ° 
condoms”? 













STUPID QUOTES OF THE MONTH 


“What do our government institutions mean? What do 
our lives in today’s world mean? What does it mean 
in today's world to pursue not only vocations, to be 
part of institutions, but to be human?” 
— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN NeW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE 
What does it mean to be buman? Folks, let's hope she figures 
that out before she tackles bealth care. 


“I don't know; I don't know. I don’t have any coherent 
explanation. I hope one day to be able to stop long enough 
actually to try to write down what I do mean, because it’s 
important to me that I try to do that, because I have floated 
around the edges of this and talked about it for many, 
many years with a lot of people, but I've never .. really 
tried to get myself organized enough to do it.” 

— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN New Yorx Times MAGAZINE 
Put this woman in charge of picking the next 
Supreme Court Justice! 


“We have to first create a language that would better 
communicate what we are trying to say, and the policies 
would flow from that language.” 

— HILLARY CLINTON, QUOTED IN New YorK TiMES MAGAZINE 
We bave. Where bave you been? 


“T've been criticized for doing more than one thing at once. 
I've always felt — can you do one thing at once? Can you 
do — wouldn't it be nice if all you had to do was go to 
work and not take care of your family? Would it be nice if 
you could pay your bills and not earn any money to pay 
them? I don’t understand this whole — you can't do one 
thing at once. But anyway, that's what they say.” 

— BIL CLINTON, QUOTED IN THE WASHINGTON PosT 
Perbaps you should wait until Hillary bas created a 
language that would better communicate what you 
are trying to say. 


“Credibility is a difficult thing to come by in 
Washington today.” 
— Bit CLINTON, QUOTED IN THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 
Here's a hint to make it easier: try telling the truth 


“I wish it were possible for all of us to hide behind a tree 
and point at somebody else.” 
— BILL CLINTON, QUOTED IN Marron [IN] CHRONICLE-TRIBUNE 
You mean it's not? Why, I thought that's 
exactly what you do, 


“We're philosophers. We're not used to producing 
a product. We're usually not dealing with the 
complex design of anything.” 

— Norman DANIELS, TUFTS UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR AND 
MEMBER OF HEALTH CARE TASK FORCE, QUOTED IN AP REPORT 
Good! You can help Hillary figure out what it 
means to be human. 


“You're throwing 500 strangers into a room and saying 
‘Solve the problem.’ Nobody knows what the others 
are doing, and you hope when you put it together the 
whole thing works. You think you're saving the world, 
but you could be destroying it.” 

— MEMBER OF HEALTH CARE TASK FORCE WHO SPOKE ON 
CONDITION OF ANONYMITY, QUOTED IN AP REPORT 
Ub-ob. 








Cash Machine 


Three entrepreneurs installed an automatic teller machine on 
wheels in a mall in Manchester, Connecticut. Patrons inserting their 
bank cards got an electronic message that no cash was available. 
But the machine secretly recorded 2000 account and personal iden- 
tification numbers. The entrepreneurs wheeled away the machine, 
and began withdrawing tens of thousands of dollars from the 
stolen account numbers. The thieves remain at large. Another 
example of what's going on in the Clinton Decade of Deceit. 





BTU to You 


As I have told you people, an energy tax is a disincentive for 
producers and business, It is a tax on your freedom. To give you 
an idea of what we would have been in for, I quote portions of a 
front-page article in The New York Times by Michael Wines about 
just one part of the ill-fated plan — the tax on diesel fuel: 


Diesel fuel for autos is subject to both excise and energy taxes, diesel for 
farm tractors and home heating is subject to neither, Diesel-buming pleasure 
craft pay both levies; commercial boats and business yachts pay only the energy 
tax. Buses and trains, with different excise taxes, pay entirely different rates. 
Diesel would be sold in hues intended to signify both its tax status and pollutant 
content. Diesel carrying neither excise nor energy taxes would be the same 
color as high-sulpher diesel (which must be indelibly dyed under requirements 
in the 1992 Clean Air Act), even if the tax-exempt fuel doesn’t contain a lot of 
sulphur. High-sulphur fuel exempted from the excise tax — but not the energy 
tax — will be the same color, with an added chemical marker to identify its tax 
status. Low-sulphur diesel subject only to the energy tax 
will be dyed another color Fuel subject to both taxes 
will apparently be left clear, 






regardless of how much 
sulphur it contains. The 
energy tax on diesel 
would require inspec 
tors to police the use 
of dyes, and new 
storage tanks 

and trucks to seg- 


> 


lor 


regate green fuel 
from red from 
purple 


This, my 
friends, is the 
kind of asinine 
proposal you 
get when you 
elect people who 
want to re-invent 
government. 


ras | 
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Gq to Me 





From the Limbaugh Institute for Advanced Conservative Studies 





My friends, | have been dismissed, disparaged, castigated, 
maligned, and in some quarters reviled. . for my views, my 
achievements, my continued audacity to breathe Fortunately, I 
have thick skin — with the added protection of knowing that I'm 
right, So 1 remain full of good cheer, confident in the success of 
my endeavors despite the naysayers. Nevertheless, it bas become 
nearly obligatory for critics of my shows to impugn you, the audi- 
ence. It is time for me to come to your defense. 








Who Listens TO ME? 


OU ARE CALLED FOLLOWERS. Right-wing zealots. Reactionaries. 

Bigots. You are described as my “minions,” easily-provoked 
dimwits on the fringes of society who I can whip into a frenzy at 
my whim. 

These same critics have been 
profoundly wrong about every 
aspect, every detail of my show 
ils prospects, its appeal, its 
listeners. When I began the 
EIB network in 1988, we had 
58 stations and an audience of 
250,000 people. And every- 
body who was anybody said it 
wouldn't work. It was “impossi- 
ble” to get a daytime national 
show on serious radio stations; 
they only wanted local issues, 
local calls, local hosts. It was 
“impossible” to have a show 
without guests. “You can't do 
three hours all by yourself — 
who's going to listen to that?” 

After it was up and running 
they said; “It isn’t going to last. 
This guy’s a flash in the pan. He 
won't be here a year from now. 
Besides, the show is so contro- 
versial it's not going to get 
advertisers It's going to die.” 

When it became the most lis- 
tened-to long-form talk program 
on commercial radio, with the largest audience for a 
program of its type since television was invented, the 
objections, fears, and predictions of doom and gloom 
were repeated for my television show. “You're not 
going to have guests? Up against Whoopi Goldberg? 
Who do you think you are? You're too controversial, 
you're too conservative. It isn’t going to work on TV 
And if it does work, it’s not going to last. Anyway, you're 
NOt going to get advertising.” 

Twenty years from now, when I have a combined audience of 
90 million people in radio and on television, the critics are still 
going to say, “This guy is a flash in the pan. It isn’t going to work.” 


so much. They 


comprise my 
FIN (ita: 


T HEY HAVE MISSED EVERY CALL when it comes to my accomplish- 
ments, but their abysmal track record conceming me does not 
bother them in the Jeast. They haven't even the slightest embarrass- 
ment about being so mistaken for so long and about so much. It 
































Critics of my show 
aren’t embarrassed 
about being mistaken 
for so long about 


still make inane 

assertions about 
you — the nitwits 
and social misfits 
who they believe 


certainly doesn't prevent them from making inane assertions about 
you. You, the rednecks and social misfits who they believe com- 
prise my audience. In fact, one of the most consistent threads in 
their erroneous analysis is misjudging, misunderstanding and 
underestimating you. 

But clearly, your numbers do bother them. “How do you 
explain it, Limbaugh?” I am often asked. “How do you account for 
the millions listening to you, watching you, buying your books?” 

I usually reply that I haven’t spent a lot of time analyzing why 
my shows are successful; I just continue to strive to be the best 
radio and TV guy there is. 

The fact is, I don't need to spend a lot of time thinking about 
why so many people listen. It is no mystery to me. 

Of course, we have statistics and studies and surveys of this 
audience. We know it is upscale and educated. And I 
communicate with thousands of you — by phone, fax, 
electronic mail and in my travels 

But I don't have to hold a finger to the wind to 
discover your tastes or your opinions or your outlook. 
As I have stated countless times, my show is not about 
what my audience thinks, or what my callers think, or 
what my readers think. It is about what I think. 

Nevertheless, one of my many enormous advantages 
over my critics is that I know who you are — and I am 
constantly grateful, never wanting to take you for grant- 
ed. The point is this; my understanding of my audience 
grows directly from my faith in the character of those 
who make this country work. 


S O LET ME SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT. You are the ones 
trying to hold the society together in the face of a 
full-frontal assault on your values. You are the ones 
who obey the law, pay the taxes, raise your children to 
be moral and productive citizens, You are the commu- 
nity volunteers, the entrepreneurs, the risk-takers, the 
achievers. You are saving to send the kids to college, 
start a new enterprise, trying to scrape enough together 
to put a down payment on a house. You are the 
parents, the churchgoers, the PTA members, 
the Scout leaders, the small business own- 
ers. And you are doing it all with the 
help of God and your family, never 
once whining about the lack of 
federal funding or buming down 
your neighborhood because the 
government is “neglecting” you 
And what has been your reward? 
You are called selfish, and greedy. 
Your desire to live a moral life and 
teach your children virtue is laughed at, 
sneered at, scomed. And the worst of it is, 
you are the ones who have to pick up the 
pieces, pay more taxes for yet another program 
when the liberal social experiments fail once again. 
“I sometimes worry that talk show America is going to dominate 
the dialogue, and that we are all going to be pushed into positions 
that we may find harmful to the country,” said NBC's John 
Chancellor recently at Columbia University. “Problems that face 
America today are very complicated... I think you need a better 


way of running this country and electing people than just tuming it 
all over to the people.” 

Here you have it in a nutshell, my friends. The arrogance, the 
smug assumption that people who listen to my show are just too 
stupid to tackle America's complicated problems; the county has 
to be protected from people like you 

But there is something else, too. In this comment and 
others like it is a genuine fear of your power. Lurking behind 
Chancellor's condescending words is another message: Oh, no— 
could it be? What if the majority of the country really is conserva- 
tive? Ub-ob.., what if Limbaugh's audience is actually America’s 
political center? 


A ND THERE IS PLENTY Of 
evidence on the current 
political scene that liberals do 
recognize the nation’s basic 
conservatism — though they 
adopt it only cynically. What 
did Bill Clinton have to do to 
win the Presidency? He cam- 
paigned as a “New Demo- 
crat”; he had to cloak himself 
in a conservative mantle. And 
what does Bill Clinton do 
whenever he gets in deep 
political trouble? He moves to 
the right: witness the talk of 
welfare reform and the David 
Gergen appointment. 

But that is a nudge 
toward a wan, symbolic 
conservatism only. They are 
correct to fear genuine con- 
servatism, because it would 
mean a much-diminished 
need for liberals, 

All you have to do to 
illustrate this is describe the 
crowds at Dan's Bake Sale in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. Just as 
I predicted, the tens of thou- 
sands of people who flocked 
to participate, were happy, 
productive, law-abiding peo- 
ple. There were no arrests, 
no problems, Police reported 
with shock that there was no 
broken glass, no fighting, no public consumption of alcohol 


EOPLE WERE DRAWN BY A DESIRE to engage in economic activity, 
to enjoy one another's company, to have fun. And, naturally, 
to see me. It was a perfect example of how capitalism works — 
unleashing the enthusiasm, ineritiveness and creativity of ordinary 
people. And not one goverment grant was needed! How can 
this be? Hmmm? 

But this is precisely what my audietice finds upon tuning in to 
my show — communicated with passion and conviction, good 
humor and, of course, brilliance. 

The celebration of individual achievement, excellence, and the 
universal yearning to prosper. Recognition of the power and great- 
ness of ordinary people, Belief that most folks are better than they 
realize, are capable of much more than they know. Honoring the 
fruits of freedom, human capital unleashed, the unparalleled 
achievements of the United States of America, 

Where else are these things celebrated? 








Where, in all of the culture, in movies, on television, in books, 
are such values championed? 

Everywhere else you are the very people and these the ideals. 
that are impugned, blamed for every problem. And as you look. 
around, the accusations simply go against your own experieyice 
and against common sense. You see, primarily, a country ta be 
proud of, not the vast wasteland of misery and despair as por- 
trayed in the media. 

Yet liberals constantly ask, “Limbaugh doesn’t really believe 
all that stuff, does he?” The question reveals their fundamental 
misunderstanding of their fellow citizens, most of whom believe 
“that stuff” from their core,in their hearts and souls. 

And the appeal of the 
message is huge. Enormous. 
And growing. For too long 
the liberal conventional wis- 
= dom has held sway in the 
= media, on college campuses, 
§ in the vocal culture. I chal- 
lenge it, and debunk it — 
with logical analysis, and 
with humor, Liberals’ angry, 
bitter reaction to me and 
to you simply reveals them 
as intolerant and small- 
minded; it is high time 
their sacred cows were 
skewered and their many 
hypocrisies exposed. 


O, WHO LISTENS TO ME? 

In my audience are 
strong women who are tired 
of militant feminists claiming 
to speak for them; animal 
lovers who are sick of mili- 
tant animal rights activists 
bullying the medical research 
profession and the beef 
industry; conservationists 
who are embarrassed by 
the loony tactics of the 
environmental wackos; 
law-abiding citizens tired 
of seeing crime unpunished 
and even justified; productive 
members of society tired 
of being burdened by 
bureaucratic regulators whose only business experience is run- 
ning seminars or communes. 

In my audience, also, are many people who disagree with 
me. Those who appreciate a good debate, being challenged, 
being forced to re-examine their assumptions and defend a case 
on its merits, In time, of course, they will agree with me... as 
will the entire country. But for some of you, this process can 
take months. In the meantime, you know that the challenge is 
intellectually honest and enjoyable — not, as critics claim, “full 
of hate.” 

Those who say my program is racist, sexist, homophobic (the 
usual litany) reveal their lack of faith in America. If the show 
were really about what critics claim it is, it couldn't last. I believe 
the country is just too good for that. 

Who listens to me? The answer is obvious: All across the 
fruited plain, ordinary Americans of every walk of life listen 
You know who you are — you are the ones who have the 
courage to believe the truth. a 





“Dittos, Rush” 


STRSTR Rie m L) 


I've been putting off ‘popping the question” for some time unul last 


night. Almost before I knew it, 1 had asked my girlfriend to marry me and 

even picked a date. Since I have long had a joking attitude about this, she 
did not take me seriously. After 15 minutes of repeating myself and swear- 
ing on grandmothers’ graves etc., she was still not convinced. Embarking 

ona fruitless search for a Bible, she trumphantly retumed with the Apnl 
and May issues of The Limbaugh Letter. Placing my shaking, sweating 

hands upon the publications held before me, I swore I w ould take her 

hand in marriage next May, Thoroughly convinced, she called her family 
with the news. Another example of your credibility and clout, even with 
avid Clintonites. — DaRrYLL BENN, MILLERSVILLE, PA 
Ub-ob, Daryll. I'm flattered, of course, more than Ican tell you But 
didn't you bave a copy of Al Gore's book lying around? Please keep 
in mind for future reference that 
the purpose of my publications is 








T have just finished reading your May newsletter 1 must admit 1 was 

deeply moved by your editorial, As a parent of two young children 1 

know how difficult it is not to be selfish. My parents always told me the 
single most important thing I can give my children is my time, It ts free, 

and mine (not Washington's) to give You, sir, are a pleasure to watch 

and listen to, but your ability to convey your message via the printed 

word is so very sumulating — Dennis KNOBLOCK, OxForD, MI 
Thank you, Dennis. Yes, it ts the only stimulus package you'll 


ever need 


When The Limbaugh Letter arnves in the mail there is a battle to see 
who reads it first. Each member of the family will hoard it and devour it 
My wife wishes you would either double the number of pages or publish 
it twice a month. | believe history 
will record you as one of the most 
important voices in helping America 





to inspire, enlighten, and enter- 
tain —not to referee. Best of luck 
to you both! 





You'D BETTER HAVE A TALK 
witH Kevin! — I FOUND 

Tuis ‘LIMBAUGH LETTER! 
UNDER HIS BED!! 





to stay America. 

— Dr. Davip J Litt, Nasivitte, TN 
Thanks for the editorial sugges- 
tions — we are working doing 





1 would like to buy a subscnption 
of The Limbaugh Letter and send it 
to the White House, but I was unable 
to determine if it had been done 
before. Would this be appropriate? 
Please advise. 
— Donan W. Dwicsins, 
ANCHORAGE, AK 
Thanks for the marketing idea, 
Donald Checking our records, I 
Jind that some enterprising mem- 
bers of my audience bave already 
given Bill and Hillary separate gift 
subscriptions to my newsletter 
I do not see Cristopbe or Lani 
Guinier on the list, however 
Please advise. 





Rex F Mar 


1 do love you, and when my husband gave me your book for our 
anniversary, I didn't mind — even though he is the one who wanted it. 
But it was a bit much to get your newsletter for Mother's Day. If he = 
wanted your newsletter, he should have sold some cookies to buy it for 
himself and not use my day as a pretense. Don't you sell anything 
romantic for him to buy me? Maybe you could write some poetry — 
my birthday is coming up soon. — Gracia K. 
Gracia, Gracia — clearly, your husband has been giving you the 
most deeply felt tokens of bis love. And for your birthday I recom- 
mend the Rush Relaxer. 


T've subscribed to your newsletter since its inception, and I read every 
word the minute it arrives. I thoroughly enjoy your conversations with 
the brilliant thinkers of our time who have been effectively hidden from 
us by the press. Thank you immensely for the enlightenment. 1 am 
keeping every issue so when my six-year-old starts getting revisionist 
history in school, I can set her straight. 
— Freperick W. Gore (YES, 1 AM RELATED, 
YOU CAN'T PICK YOUR RELATIVES), GRAND RapiDs, MI 
One of the benefits of being a charter subscriber, sir, is that you will 
be able to face any educational bureaucrat trying to stand in your 
way with confidence and good cheer — and facts. 





whatever we can to meet the 
prodigious subscriber demand for 
more of me. 


Tam a school administrator with a 
strong work ethic When the four 
suppont staff members in our office 
began listening to your broadcast 
from noon to three each day, I 
thought the productivity and efficiency 
of our office would suffer. However, 
to my surprise and pleasure, I can see 
that as the people discuss your 
remarks and laugh with you, the 
adrenalin flows; interestingly enough, 

—M S., Happon Heicuts, NJ 


productivity has increased. 
Just as I bave always told you people: those afflicted with EIB will 
outclass and outproduce any bitter, angry liberal at any workplace 
anywhere, 


I just finished the May issue of The Limbaugh Letter, another first-class 
issue. If all the liberal newspapers across the fruited plain added a Rush 
Limbaugh column, their circulation would double Or triple. 

— Date Downey, WALKERTON, IN 
Thanks, Dale, and you're absolutely right. But they would never 
give the column its due recognition. They would no doubt credit 
the Science Section each Thursday with the “shocking” upturn in 
circulation 


Greetings from the land of kangaroos and koala bears. I've been a great 
fan of yours for about three years. My father introduced me to your award- 
winning radio show when my skull full of mush was about 16. I tied hard 
not to like you because my Dad has never liked anything cool, but I soon 
realized that it wasn't fair to you — or me. I'm in Australia on a mission 
for my church, and my father has been sending me his used editions of 
The Limbaugh Letter to keep me informed on this Administration by some- 
one who will tell me the truth! Keep up the good work. 

— Eric T SZYMANSKI, TUART Hit. WA, AUSTRALIA 


Glad to hear we have healed yet another generational rift 
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GREAT MOMENTS FROM DAN’S BAKE SALE 
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We loaded up our 17-year-old son 





Sale | 


Bqke I 
~ et 


Got into Old Town Square Saturday around 6:30 a.m. 


Fort Collins ¢ 


and his two friends and took a week 
off for Dan’s: Bake Sale, We had a four- 





foot-long sticker on our new Lincoln: 
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RUSH TO} 


parking lot we found a note on our 
windshield: “Ditto! Rush is right!” We 


Pe emt ae ed 


Old Town Square 


got thumbs-up across three states. 
— HOWARD AND DONNA BarLow, 


BEAUMONT, TX 








Denver 


and staked out my spot. After shopping, | started the line at Dan’s Cookie 


Booth. Within 30 minutes there were hundreds of people behind me. When 


... just to make sure Dan could 


the time came, | bought $30 worth of cookies 


pay for his newsletter subscription! As the first cookie buyer | was deluged with 


autograph requests from the people in line. | had my T-shirt signed by Dan — 


for which someone offered $1000! | turned it down; it means alot to me ... 


just as you and your show mean a lot to me. 


— Bos BENNETT, HIGHLAND, CA 
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LMBDBS 


THE Pursuit 
OF EXCELLENCE 


continued from page 1 


Categorize him as a liberal, his approval rat- 
ings plummet. That is the reason Bill Clinton 
is the least popular President at this point in 
his term since such polling began 

The public recognizes liberalism, and 
the public is appalled. For liberalism, in its 
constant and incessant pursuit of “fairness,” 
is arrogant, it is invasive, and it is onerous 
Because liberalism wants the government 
to ensure that everything 1s fair — and 
because life itself ts not fair — liberals in 
power are constantly tinkering, meddling, 
fine-tuning, injecting them-selves into as 
many facets of your existence as they can 
And it always costs you a great deal 


Y £T THEY TRULY BELIEVE you desperately 

need them. And besides, their motives 
are so good, so pure. They are the good 
people, the nice people, the caring and 
compassionate ones... who want outcomes 
equalized and competition managed and 
income redistnbuted. By them. 

And here you have it in a nutshell, my 
friends, a fundamental difference between 
liberalism and conservatism: it can be 
defined as the pursuit of fairness versus 
the pursuit of excellence 

Liberals focus on those who fail, and rail 
at society for causing 
those failures Their 
approach is to 
“level the playing 
field,” To do this, 
as I have told you 
again and again, 
they punish the 
achievers, By 
equality, they 
do not mean 
equality of 
Opportunity 
but equality 
of result; 


equalized failure, equalized pain, equalized 
misery The mark of liberal ideology is to 
blunt individual excellence, stamp it out. But 
these efforts are, in the end, doomed 
because their argument is with nature, and 
ultimately with God, who dared to create us 
different 


S © LET US TALK ABOUT the pursuit of 
excellence, which is what I truly 
believe we are created to engage in 

There is nothing so powerful, so com- 
pelling, as a human being who is the ab- 
solute best at what he does. Take Charles 
Barkley, with whom I spoke for last month's 
issue of The Limbaugh Letter. His build, 
though strong, is not extraordinary. He is 
not the tallest, or the most lithe. Nothing 
about him physically explains what he can 
do on the basketball court. And that is why 
you can't describe to someone else what it's 
like to see him move the ball with three 
opposing players hanging on him. You 
have to see it yourself 

How do you react when he goes over 
and through a thick knot of opponents, 
charging to the basket by sheer willpower? 
That kind of talent elicits an excitement, an ~ 
awe, an inspiration, and can bring thou- 
sands of people to their feet. You just know 
you're in the presence of greatness 

It starts with raw talent. It's something 
you're born with. But Sir Charles — like 
all top athletes; I think of George Brett and 
Nolan Ryan as well — will tell you that’s 






















not where it ends. The hard work, the daily, 
grueling regimen of cultivating the ability 
through exercise, discipline, practice, is 
what makes it flounsh. This, my friends, is 
the pursuit of excellence: individual talent, 
propelled by individual initiative, drive and 
courage, honed by competition. 

That's why I love sports, It is one of the 
few arenas left in this society where merit, 
pure and simple, is permitted to triumph. 
The natural human yeaming to test onself, 
to strive for superiority, to win, is unshack- 
led and is celebrated. It is unquestioned, 
understood. You want to be the best... no 
apologies. Your boundaries are only the 
tules of the game, and your physical limits. 
And often, though no one really knows why 
or how, you can surpass your own limits. 


UT PICTURE THIS: a militant sports rights 
activist approaches Michael Jordan with 
the characteristic, sanctimonious patter 
we've grown accustomed to in other fields: 
“Haven't you benefitted enough from your 
advantages? What about all the players born 
into short stature or disadvantaged by low 
muscle tone, without your privileges — your 
height, your speed, your ambition? Don't 
you think it's high time you gave a fair share 
of your points to those who are victims of 
their small bone mass and lack of upper 
body strength? Isn't it high time someone 
else got a piece of the pie?” 
We have got to challenge this same kind 
of loony thinking in other areas of endeay- 
or. Why should someone whose 
genius is just as great as 
Michael Jordan's, but 
happens to be in busi- 
ness, be held back 
by the shackles 
of faimess, 
rather than 
unleashed by 
excellence? 
One of the 
things T 
resent most 
about lib- 
eralism is 
its focus 








THE PurRsuIT 
OF EXCELLENCE 


on the obstacles, on the reasons for failure. 
And the result is predictable: more obstacles, 
more failure. Where those who haven't yet 
accessed opportunity need inspiration and 
vision, liberals provide excuses and, even 
more damaging, a self-defeating path to 
bitterness and anger. 


S KILL, POWER, STRENGTH dismays and 
embarrasses liberals. Remember — this 
is the same bunch who were distressed by 
the overwhelming superiority of The Dream 
Team — the U.S. Olympic basketball team. 
Oooh, they should be quieter about it, crit- 
ics whined; they should be more modest, 
more humble. Why? They were the best. 

Liberalism is so heinous because it fights 
both talent and drive — the very characteris- 
tics that have allowed countless millions 
to prosper in America’s air of freedom, It 
also fights the legitimate 
pride in accomplishment and 
achievement, substituting 
a vague, mushy, New Age 
touchy-feely gobbledegook 
called “self-esteem,” which 
is empty of meaning, 

And the sad thing is, 
they've got it exactly back- 
wards. Because when indi- 
vidual achievement is 
encouraged and celebrated 
and promoted, everyone 
benefits. There isn’t a sports 
analyst or fan watching the 
Phoenix Suns since Barkley 
came on board who doesn't 
realize this. Sir Charles has galvanized the 
entire team, and by his demanding ever 
higher standards of excellence from himself 
and his fellow players, the level of team 
play ha§ soared. 

Something happens when any organiza- 
tion or community finds in its midst a truly 
outstanding achiever, The sheer talent elec- 
trifies and animates everyone associated 
with him or her, The performance level of 
all is dramatically raised. In fact, even com- 
petitors and opponents do better, This is 
axiomatic, But it requires an understanding 
of human nature to recognize: something 
that is notably absent in liberalism. 

So instead of putting our energies into 
punishing achievement and dampening 
down those at the top, we must do all 
that we can to encourage them. Because 
that is what truly raises everyone's sights, 

I would argue that is the greatest legacy 
of America. Indeed, true unfettered opportu- 
nity has defined, the American Dream for 
more than two centuries, And that is what 





has in the past been the source of America’s 
characteristic national optimism: the confi- 
dence that whatever obstacles may emerge, 
they can be overcome and conquered. 

Freedom. An environment that allows tal- 
ent, innovation and hard work to flourish. It 
is a simple idea, but one that has drawn mil- 
lions to our shores. And, though the fog of 
liberalism increas- 
ingly obscures the 
dream, American 
opportunity draws 
them still — witness 
the horrors those 
illegal Chinese 
immigrants whose 
ship ran aground off 
the New York coast 
early in June were 
willing to suffer, all 
for a gamble on the 
chance to claw at 
the scraps of American prosperity. Did they 
travel in the dank belly of a ship for 52 days 
of rotten food and putrid conditions in 
hopes of liberalism's “fair- 
ness”? You might have 
heard a lot of reasons from 
these people if you had 
asked why they wanted to 
come to the United States, 
but I'll guarantee you “fair- 
ness” wasn't one of them. 
Or self-esteem. Or diversity. 
Or any of the other dreary 
propaganda terms that 
make up the liberal lexicon. 

And, if none of these fee- 
ble, impotent ideas com- 
Prise a core reason to risk 
your life to come here, why 
do we persist in listening to 
liberals who use them to define the country? 

That is why we must fight the lie that 
America must pursue faimess at the expense 
of excellence; it is at its heart an attack on 
something infinitely precious: the country’s 
identity, its legacy, its future. 

Today, our children are told that the old 
“myths” no longer apply. It doesn't matter 
how hard you work or how skilled you are: 
the only thing that matters is your race or 
class or gender. 

Rereading America, a freshman English 
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anthology used, according to The Wall Street 
Journal, at such eminent centers of higher 
leaming as Duke University and the City 
University of New York, presents America 
as a stacked deck. A Mexican-American 
writes: “The American dream is governed 
not by education, opportunity and hard 
work, but by power and fear.” Another 
writer says “class 
standing and conse- 
quently life chances 
are largely deter- 
mined at birth.” 

This is the kind of 
dreck that is oozing 
into American class- 
rooms, and, I fear, 
the hearts, of more 
and more of our 
fellow citizens. It is 
a poisonous lie, It 
robs people of the 
ability to see the enormous opportunities 
directly in front of them. 

And make no mistake, the opportunities 
are there, almost unlimited in number, 
despite the ever-growing chorus that insists 
America is only decline and despair and 
grim hardship and misery. I for one am fed 
up with this notion that those who succeed 
are somehow not “authentic” Americans, 


| HAVE RUN INTO THIS HEINOUS IDEA often 
in the last several years, Whenever I have 
made an optimistic or positive observation 
about opportunity in this country, I have 
received the inevitable rejoinder: “That's 
easy for you to say, Rush, You've got yours, 
You've forgotten how tough it is in the 
‘real’ America, You're out of touch.” 

Since when is success, achievement, 
and prosperity not the real America? Wake 
up! Look around you. It’s here. I simply dis- 
covered a unique way to access opportunity 
in this country. The mechanisms to do so 
were already in place — and have been 
for two centuries. 

You have the means, It takes vision, it 
takes courage, it takes persistence and heart. 
But by pursuing excellence, refusing to 
compromise your principles, every one of 
you can be better than you know. The 
potential rewards are vast... for in America 
there are no limits on your dreams. 


To subscribe, call 1-800-457-4141 
Liberals: to make you comfortable enough to enjoy this prescription from me, 


the Doctor of Democracy, please add a $14.95 health care tax to your order. 
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Send requests and appreciation to: 
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Other social media coming soon! 


